 MINUTES 
RESIDENT FORUM MEETING

HELD ON TUESDAY 23 AUGUST 2011 AT 10.30 AM 

AT ARCHES OFFICES, 122 BURNGREAVE ROAD, SHEFFIELD S3 9DE.

PRESENT:

Susan Ditton (Chair), Gill Hallam, Brenda Pontin, Trevor Kirkland, Mohammed Awale, Ruth Morgan
STAFF:
Jamie Taylor, Kanwaljit Singh, Bob Berry, Ernest Owusu-Ansah
IN ATTENDANCE: 

· PC 1706 Alan Hancock, South Yorkshire Police
1. APOLOGIES

1.1
Abdulkadar Al-Khamar, Debra Marshall, Andrew Dobby
2. WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS
2.1 The Chair welcomed PC 1706 Alan Hancock to the meeting.
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF LAST MEETING HELD ON 28 JUNE 2011 
3.1 There being no errors or omissions the Minutes of the last meeting were approved and signed.

4. MATTERS ARISING FROM THOSE MINUTES
4.1 There were no matters arising.
4.2 Jamie left the meeting.
5. PRESENTATION :DRUG AWARENESS
5.1 The Chair introduced PC 1706 Alan Hancock, South Yorkshire Police, based in the Safer Neighbourhood Team at Ecclesfield Police Station to the meeting.
5.2  Alan described the work of the Safer Neighbourhood Team and said a lot of the work centred around young people, gangs and those not in work.
5.3 He advised that this area was not as bad as made out nor the worst in Sheffield but unfortunately it had a reputation.
5.4 He advised that there was a problem with drugs in this country. Sheffield was ranked 40th in the Crime Survey.
5.5 He then went on to talk about where we learn about drugs and stated that it was television, tv soaps, parents, newspapers etc. We learnt little about drugs from GPs, the governments FRANK information campaign, help-lines etc.
5.6 Alan talked about sentencing for drugs offences and the cost of keeping someone in prison which was around £3500 per week of that £1.50 was spent per day on meals.
5.7 He talked about support groups in the area including Interchange on the Wicker. This organisation was run by two ex offenders who provided information and support. Using ex offenders appeared to work better in providing information because of personal experiences that people could relate to better.
5.8 Alan advised that research showed that the biggest reason people took drugs was enjoyment followed by peer pressure then getting legal highs.
5.9 Alan gave an interesting and informative PowerPoint presentation about the different type of drugs and their effects.
5.10 The Chair thanked Alan for his very informative presentation.
6. UPDATE ON PROPERTY SERVICES

6.1.1 Kan advised that Property Services were about to start the Stock Conditions Survey (SCS) which involved visiting all our properties both internally and externally for the purpose of planning for future repairs.
6.1.2 Peter Higham and Terry Bacon would be carrying out the SCS
6.1.3 Letters would be going out to residents advising them when properties would be inspecting.
6.1.4 There was an article in the next Newsletter providing more information

7. TAROE

7.1 Annual Membership

7.1.1 Members noted the information tabled about Annual Membership.

7.1.2 Members were advised that the Resident Forum could subscribe to become ‘Friends of TAROE’ at a cost of £20 per annum. 

7.1.3 This Membership still allowed access to free training, events and the Newsletter.

7.1.4 Members agreed to become Friends of TAROE for £20 per annum.

7.2 TAROE Newsletter July/August 2011
7.2.1 Members noted the Newsletter

7.3 Housing Academy FREE Training

7.3.1 Members noted the free training available
7.4 Sheffield MIND

7.4.1 Members noted the training on offer.
7.4.2 Members interested in attending to contact Bob or Kan.
8. CHIEF EXECUTIVES REVIEW TO BOARD

8.1 Members noted the Chief Executives Report to the Board on 25 July 2011 for information.

9. INVITATION TO NEXT BOARD MEETING
9.1 It was noted that the next Board Meeting is on Monday 12 September 2011. This is also the AGM. Resident Forum Members are invited to attend this meeting taking place at Arches Offices at 6.00pm. Food is provided from 5.30pm. 
9.2 Both Brenda and Gill said they would have liked to attend the meeting on 15 September 2011 but due to other commitments they were unable to attend that meeting.
9.3 Members were advised that Alex Lamb had moved out of Arches Housing property and therefore had to resign from the Board. The Board were looking to recruit two new residents to serve on the Board.

9.4 Resident Forum Members interested in attending the above meeting  or  becoming a Tenant Board Member please contact Sandra Bates by phoning 0114 228 8127 or e-mail Sandra on sandrab@archeshousing.org.uk so that papers can be sent out. 
9.5 Members were advised that travelling expenses would be paid to any Resident Forum Members interested in attending.
9.6 Brenda and Gill indicated that they were interested in becoming Tenant Board Members but were unable to remain after around 8.30 pm because of other commitments. They were advised that Sandra would contact them.
 
10. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

10.1 Retirement from Resident Forum

10.1.1 As mentioned, Members were advised that Alex Lamb will be moving out of Arches Housing property soon and because of this retiring from the Resident Forum and the Board. Members thanked Alex for her contribution and wished her well in the future.
10.1.2 It was agreed that a card should be sent to Alex. 
11. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

11.1 The next meeting will be Tuesday 27 September 2011@ Arches Offices @ 10.30am. Light refreshments would be provided.
11.2 It was agreed that that in future biscuits and maybe cakes would only be provided rather than sandwiches.

11.3 Gill gave her apologises for the next meeting.
11.4 The Chair thanked everyone for their attendance and contribution.

Signed: ……………………………………………………………..(Chair)

Date: …………27 September 2011…………………………………………
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